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thus being the first martyr upon the Ottawa mission.

Four years later, Claude Alloiiez set out for Lake
Superior, and reaching Chequamegon Bay in October
(1665), built a little chapel of bark upon the south-
west shore of that rock-bound estuary,— the famous
mission of La Pointe. His flock was a medley,
Hurons and Algonkins here clustering in two vil-
lages, where they lived on fish, safe at last from
the raging Iroquois, although much pestered by the
wild Sioux of the West. For thirty years did Al-
loiiez travel from tribe to tribe, through the forests
and over the prairies of the vast wilderness which a
century later came to be organized into the North-
west Territory, and established missions at Green
Bay, Sault Ste. Marie, on the Miami, and, with Mar-
quette, among the Illinois at Kaskaskia.

Later, there arrived on the scene Fathers Louis
Nicholas, James Marquette, Dablon, Louis André,
Druillettes, Albanel, and others. The field of the
Northwest seemed at first, as did the Huron mission,
highly promising. The missionaries were every-
where greeted by large audiences, and much curiosity
was displayed concerning the rites of the church;
but, as usual, the nomadic habits of the Indians ren-
dered instruction difficult. The fathers, with great
toil and misery, and subject to daily danger and in-
sult, followed their people about upon long hunting
and fishing expeditions; and even when the bands
had returned to the squalid villages, life there was
almost as comfortless as upon the trail. Among the
donnés and the Jesuit coadjutor brothers were skillful
workers in metal, who repaired the guns and utensils
of the natives, and taught them how best to obtain
and reduce the ore from lead and copper deposits.



